
   Willoughby Public School Stage 3 Term 4 Week 3 

 

Priority tasks for this week are English and Mathematics tasks.  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Morning Wellbeing 
 
English 
Fluency 
Vocabulary 
 
Writing- Finding a 
theme 
 
Inktober: Moon 

Wellbeing 
 
English 
Spelling - Final <y> rule 
 
Reading 
Comprehension 
 
Inktober: Loop 

Wellbeing 
 
English 
Fluency 
Vocabulary 
 
Writing - Paragraphs 
Reading 
Comprehension 
 
Inktober: Sprout 

Wellbeing 
 
English 
Spelling - Final <y> rule 
 
Writing - Paragraphs 
 
Inktober: Fuzzy 

Wellbeing 
 
English 
Vocabulary - Etymology 
 
Science- Earthquake 
Research 
 
Inktober: Open 

Break      

Middle D.E.A.R: 
Silent Reading for 20 
minutes. 
 
Mathematics 
Numeracy Ninja: Time 
yourself for 5 minutes to 
complete the questions. 
Maths: Position/Maps 

D.E.A.R: 
Silent Reading for 20 
minutes. 
 
Mathematics 
Numeracy Ninja: Time 
yourself for 5 minutes to 
complete the questions. 
Maths: Position/Maps 

D.E.A.R: 
Silent Reading for 20 
minutes. 
 
Mathematics 
Numeracy Ninja: Time 
yourself for 5 minutes to 
complete the questions. 
Maths: Position/Maps 

D.E.A.R: 
Silent Reading for 20 
minutes. 
 
Mathematics 
Numeracy Ninja: Time 
yourself for 5 minutes to 
complete the questions. 
Maths: Position/Maps 

D.E.A.R: 
Silent Reading for 20 
minutes. 
 
Mathematics 
Numeracy Ninja: Time 
yourself for 5 minutes to 
complete the questions. 
Maths: Position/Maps 
 

Break      

Afternoon Geography 
How are people and the 
environment connected? 

Inktober: Loop 
 
Music 

Science 
How do earthquakes 
change the Earth’s 
surface? Plate tectonics 

Art 
Dia de los Muertos - 
Calavera  
 
 
 
 
 

PDHPE 
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Monday 18/10/21 

Reminder!! 
Answer the check-in question on your Google Classroom.  

This is so we can check attendance for the day. 
 

Wellbeing:friendships 
How to be a good friend 

 
Signs of a good friend 

Friends will come and go in your life. No matter how long your friendships last, the most important thing is 

your friends’ acceptance of you for who you are. A good friend walks the talk and shows that they care by 

their actions – big and small. 

 

Add three actions that you think demonstrate a good friend 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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It’s not always easy to know how to be there for your friends. Here are some tips: 
 
Listen to them 
Try to understand a situation from your friend’s point of view. Ask questions to get a sense of the problem 
or issue, but the main thing is to listen to them. You don’t have to have all the answers, and don’t assume 
that your friend wants advice – they might just want to talk so that they can work it out for themselves. 
 
Tell them how you feel 
You don’t have to make a big deal about it all the time, but you can make a real difference to how someone 
is feeling just by letting them know how important they are to you.  

 
HELP! I HAVEN’T SEEN MY FRIENDS IN AGES! 

Lots of us haven’t seen our friends because of lockdown and remote learning. 
Show your friends you’re there for them by making an effort to keep in regular touch through social media, 
texts, phone calls or even a postcard in their mailbox! 

 

Literacy 
 

 
 
 



5 

 

 
 

Finding The Theme In A Text 
 
Today’s Learning Intentions: 
 

★ Understand that themes arise out of the actions, feelings and ideas of people/characters 

★ Understand that theme relates to social, moral and ethical questions in the real world 
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Today’s Success Criteria: 
 

★ I can identify and explore underlying themes and central storylines in imaginative texts 

★ I can evaluate the intended message or theme 

★ I can discuss and explore moral, ethical and social dilemmas encountered in texts 
 

Remember: 

★ Theme conveys an attitude or value. 

★ It is the main message or significant meaning an author wants to convey. 

★ It is always a complete sentence. 

★ Should be able to be applied to anyone. 

★ It is a statement about life. 

 

Finding The Theme In A Text 
Today we will be exploring theme through the short film Joy Story: Joy and Heron. 

A theme is a statement about life, arising from the interaction of key elements such as plot, 

character, setting and language. These work together to achieve the purpose of the text. 

We will be exploring the characters, plot and setting of a short film to help identify the theme.  

Watch the film and answer the questions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQGuVKHtrxc 

SETTING 

The setting of a text is the time and place in which the story takes place. Setting can also include weather, 
sounds, mood and colour. Often there will be a hint of the conflict introduced as the setting is revealed. 
Describe the physical setting. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the mood (atmosphere/emotions). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the conflict that is unfolding. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHARACTERS 

The main characters are introduced at the beginning of this film.  What are your first impressions of the 
characters in this film? When describing them, consider traits such as appearance, expressions and 
actions. After analysing their traits, write one word to describe your overall impression of each character. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQGuVKHtrxc
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Describe Joy (puppy). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

One word description: ___________________________________ 

Describe Heron (bird). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

One word description: ___________________________________ 
 

CONFLICT, RISING ACTION & CLIMAX 

Rising action builds conflict which brings about the climax. 
 

Each conflict that happens within a text is termed RISING ACTION because these actions ‘raise’ the 

intensity of the story and make it more interesting. Each ‘rising action’ brings it closer to the CLIMAX. The 

CLIMAX is the most intense part of the story. This is where the conflict erupts, it is also known as the 

‘turning point’ because the storyline can no longer continue as it has been. The CLIMAX is where the story 

takes a new turn and generally the beginnings of the theme is revealed. The audience starts wondering 

“what will happen”?  

WHAT’S YOUR OPINION? 

The great thing about texts is that they are subjective; meaning we all interpret them differently, depending 

on our backgrounds, morals and life experiences. It is what makes book clubs so interesting and watching 

movies with friends and discussing them afterwards.   

What do you think is the climax of this story (turning point)? Why do you think this? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

TURNING POINT 

This story takes an unexpected turn. Think about how the writer used the elements of plot, perspective and 
character to develop this story and help suggest the theme.  
 

PLOT: What does Joy discover? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PERSPECTIVE: How does Joy’s attitude change? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHARACTER TRAITS: How can we tell that Joy’s attitude changed? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

DISCOVERING THEME THROUGH CONFLICT AND RESOLUTION 

Out of conflict a theme generally reveals itself. The theme conveys an attitude or value and is the 
significant message the author wants us to think about. It is a statement about life. 
INFER: What did Joy learn about herself/life in this film? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLOT: What happened when Joy gave Heron the worms? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
What lesson about life did you learn from this film? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Based on your answers above, what theme or themes emerge from this film? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

REFLECTION 

As themes convey attitudes which we can apply to our own lives, it is important that we reflect on how we 
can use texts (movies, novels, shorts, articles etc), to reflect on, and improve, our own lives.  
Have you ever judged someone harshly without seeing the full picture, only to discover that your 

perceptions were wrong? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you ever felt misunderstood by others because they judged you without really knowing you? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The prompt for Monday 
18 October is... MOON 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Numeracy 
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Geography 

Week 3 
How are people and the environment connected? 

Factors That Shape Place 

 

Unit Description:  

Students investigate how people change the natural environment in Australia. They also explore how the 

environment influences the human characteristics of places. Students examine ways people influence the 

characteristics of places, including the management of spaces. 

 

Key Inquiry Questions: 

1.    How can the impact of bushfires on people and places be reduced?   

Bushfire survival plan 

2.    How do people influence places and the management of spaces within them? 

Investigate Firestick farming 

 

How are people and the environment connected? 
 

Watch the following video: A short video showing the drifting of the supercontinent Pangaea into the 
continents as we know them today.  https://www.inquisitive.com/video/220-the-supercontinent  
 
What do you think the video tells us about planet earth? Write 
your thoughts below. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
This supercontinent is called Pangaea. Looking at the map to the 
right, try and label the  
Continents. You might need to watch the video again.  
 

 

 

 

https://www.inquisitive.com/video/220-the-supercontinent
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What if Pangaea still existed? What would the world be like if everyone lived on one supercontinent? 
Using the table below, list the facts, positive, negatives and use your imagination to what it might be like.  
 

Facts and details Positives  Negatives Using your imagination 
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We can measure our own impact on the Earth’s environment by calculating our ecological footprint. 
Design your own ecological footprint calculator on the following slide. Here is an example... 

 
My Ecological Footprint Calculator 

 4 points 3 points 2 points 1 points 

     

     

     

     

     

RESULTS     
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Monday Answers 

 
 

TUESDAY 19/10/21 

Reminder!! 
Answer the check-in question on your Google Classroom. 

This is so we can check attendance for the day.
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Wellbeing: 
respectful friendships  

Think about all the different situations in life where you have to get along with others 
– how do you know if there’s respect in your relationship? 

 
 

Wellbeing:respectful friendships  
Being respectful toward others is one part of the friendship puzzle. It’s also important to have 
respect for yourself. 
 

● Remember that you are valued and you matter. 

● What you think and feel is just as important as what somebody else thinks and feels. 

● Ending a relationship that isn’t respectful is a way of respecting yourself. 

 

 
 

Litera
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TASK: Fill in the table below adding the suffix to create a new word. Write the rule you used. The 
first one has been done for you 
 

Word Suffix New word Rule 

fifty -th fiftieth Return the <y> to <i> and add <e> before adding the 

suffix -th. 

angry -ly   

library -an   

funny -er   

happy -ness   

beauty -ful   

apply -s   

magnify -s   
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Fish in a Tree     

1. When might someone feel as if he or she is a fish in a tree? Have you ever felt 
that way? Describe that feeling. 

2. We learn that school is painful for Ally and that she feels as if she doesn’t fit in 
with her peers. She says” Maybe they think I can’t hear their words: Freak. 
Dumb. Loser”. What effect do word choices have on others. Give an example. 

3. What is Ally’s relationship with Mrs Hall. 
4. Mullaly Hunt uses comparisons to make her message clear. What is the 

meaning of “ I need attention like a fish needs a snorkel”? Page 9 Ch 2 

5. Ally says her Sketchbook of Impossible Things is the only thing that makes 
her feel like she is not a “waste of space”. Why does she feel that way? What 
are her strengths?  

Lion 

 
1. What is the setting of the story at the beginning of Chapter One?How does 

the book’s title relate to its content? What does it refer to? 

2. How does the first-person point-of-view affect what is revealed to the reader 
and how they experience the story? 

3. How does Saroo react when he is separated from his Indian family and 
becomes lost? How does he react to the dangers that confront him? 

4. Why was Saroo unable to understand what anyone was saying when he 
arrived at the station in Calcutta? 

5. Imagine if you were lost and couldn’t find your family. What would you do? 

                                      Wonder 
1. August discusses the issue of him going to school. Why has he never gone to 

school? Do you think he should? 

2. How do people react when they first see Auggie? How does he feel about 
this? 

3. Why is Auggie like a “lamb to the slaughter”? 

4. What does September’s precept, “When given the choice between being right 
or being kind, choose kind,” mean?  
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5. Why does Auggie love Halloween so much? Why did he keep wearing the 
astronaut helmet? 

 

 

 
The prompt for Tuesday 
19 October is... LOOP 
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Numeracy 
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MUSIC  
Hi Stage 3,  
 
This week for Music we have another fun Kaboom activity. You will need sticks, drum sticks, 
chopsticks or a pair of pencils. Enjoy learning the rhythms to this song from the movie Moana, it is 
called “ Logo Te Pate”. It is fast and you might find it a bit challenging, keep practising you will enjoy the 
beat, the pace & the feel of the music. 
We know you don’t all drumsticks at home, so find a couple of pencils or chopsticks. Improvise with what 
you have! 
Make sure you are in a space in your house where you won’t disrupted others who may be working online 
or in a zoom. DON’T be noisy...think of others & be musical.  
Firstly watch the tutorial to learn the stick rhythms. Then play along with the tutors from Kaboom 
percussion,  enjoy the song “Logo Te Pate”. 
Click on the tutorial link below and learn the 2 patterns to play  Logo Te Pate.  

 https://video.link/w/6Xe8c     

Now play along with the Kaboom tutors and song Logo Te Path 

https://video.link/w/LYe8c 

 
 

https://video.link/w/6Xe8c
https://video.link/w/LYe8c
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Singing: We Are - Count Us In 
Join in singing and signing this wonderful song from 2019 Count Us In. 

https://video.link/w/WUB8c 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://video.link/w/WUB8c
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Tuesday Answers 
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Wednesday 20/10/21 

Reminder!! 
Answer the check-in question on your Google Classroom.  

This is so we can check attendance for the day.  

Literacy 
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TASK 2: Place each of the following vocabulary words into sentences. Try to write 

different types of sentences. 

 

Vocabulary word Sentence 

tsunami  
 

geological  
 

displaces  
 

tectonic  
 

 

 

Writing 
● The first sentence in a summary paragraph is called the TOPIC SENTENCE. 

  

● A topic sentence expresses the main idea or theme of the text or part of the text. 

 

● Can you distinguish between a topic sentence and supporting details?  

 

 

TASK 1: Highlight the topic sentence in blue. Highlight the supporting details in 

yellow. 
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Topic sentences 
 

● We are going to write a TOPIC SENTENCE explaining the title of your chosen novel. 

  

● You will need to think about what the title means. (This may involve researching the 

meaning of words or phrases like ‘Wonder’ or ‘Fish in a tree’) 

 

TASK 2: Write a topic sentence below that would begin a paragraph explaining 

the title of your novel. 

 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Task 3: Complete the planning for your paragraph, explaining the title of your 

chosen novel. (Your supporting detailed sentences should be examples in the book that 

connect with the title and/or information your found when researching.) 
Remember:  

● Dotted lines are for single words or phrases.  

● Solid lines are for full sentences. 
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TASK 4: Use your paragraph plan to write a paragraph explaining the title of your 

chosen novel. 

 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Numeracy 
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The prompt for Wednesday 

20 October is... SPROUT 
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Science - Week 3 
 

Lesson 2: How do earthquakes change the Earth’s surface? Plate tectonics 
 

Watch this video to gain a better understanding of Plate tectonics 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKBY4aCsnnM 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKBY4aCsnnM
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Label these plate boundary diagrams with the correct name (Divergent / Convergent / Transform) 
and include a short description 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Visit these interactive websites to increase your understanding of plate tectonics 
 
https://www.learner.org/wp-content/interactive/dynamicearth/drift.html 
https://www.learner.org/wp-content/interactive/dynamicearth/tectonicsmap/index.html 
https://divediscover.whoi.edu/plate-tectonics/plate-boundaries/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.learner.org/wp-content/interactive/dynamicearth/drift.html
https://www.learner.org/wp-content/interactive/dynamicearth/tectonicsmap/index.html
https://divediscover.whoi.edu/plate-tectonics/plate-boundaries/
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Most earthquakes happen when two tectonic plates converge (collide) or transform (slide past) 
each other. Jagged edges along the boundaries become stuck and then slip suddenly, releasing a 
massive amount of energy which moves as vibrations through the earth’s crust, shaking and 
cracking the surface. 

 
INVESTIGATION: To investigate how plate boundaries meet and earthquakes happen, cut a Mars 
Bar in half. The Mars Bar will represent the Earth. If you don’t have a Mars Bar, you could build 
tectonic plates using Lego / Duplo / Mega blocks or anything else you have at home / school. 
Using the two pieces, demonstrate the movement of the transform and converge plate 
boundaries. Move the pieces slowly, then quickly to show an earthquake. 

 
 

 
 

Draw and label what you observe: Use a device to video your demonstration in slow motion if 
you can. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Explain what you know about changes in the Earth’s surface during an earthquake here: 
(use scientific vocabulary) 
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Wednesday Answers 

 
 

Thursday 21/10/21 

Reminder!! Answer the check-in question on your Google Classroom.  

Literacy - Spelling Task 
TASK: Can you remember the spelling rules for this week? Fill in the table below adding the suffix 

and write the rule that you followed. 
 

Word Suffix New word Rule 

party -s parties Return the <y> to <i> and add <e> before adding the 

suffix -s. 

twenty -th   

cry -s   

early -est   

busy -ness   

mystery -ous   

lonely -er   

empty -ness   
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Writing -Close reading and Summarising 
 

● Today we are going to write a summary paragraph about part of your chosen novel.  

● We are going to do close reading of a small part from your novel.  

● Close reading is when you read a passage very closely and carefully to help with comprehending 

the text.  

● To get the most out of a close reading, we need to read the text multiple times 

with a focus on different aspects of the text. 

● The focus for this close reading is identifying the language the author uses to 

show how the main character is feeling. 

 

 

TASK 1: Do a close reading of the part of your chosen novel. You will find this below. 

Highlight words or phrases that show the characters emotions. 
 

TASK 2: Complete the summary plan for your chosen novel.  

 

Remember:  

● Dotted lines are for single words or phrases.  

● Solid lines are for full sentences. 

 

Writing - Close reading for ‘Fish in a Tree’      

TASK 1:  
 
Do a close reading of page 4-5 of ‘Fish in a Tree’. Highlight words or phrases that 
show the characters emotions. 
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● TASK 2: Write a summary answering the question:  

How did Ally feel when her teacher gave her the task of writing about herself?  

● Fill in the summary planning pageWriting - Close reading for ‘Lion: A 
Long Way Home’  

TASK 1:  
 
Do a close reading of page 3-4 of ‘Lion: A Long Way Home’. Highlight words or 
phrases that show the characters emotions. 
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● TASK 2: Write a summary answering the question:  

How did Saroo feel about his new home and new parents in Hobart? 

● Fill in the summary planning page  
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Writing - Close reading for ‘Wonder’ 

TASK 1:  

Do a close reading of page 12-13 of ‘Wonder’. Highlight words or phrases that show the 
characters emotions. 

 

● TASK 2: Write a summary answering the question:  

How did August feel about his parents wanting him to go to school?  

● Fill in the summary planning page  
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Complete task 2 here. 

 
TASK 3: Use your paragraph plan to write a summary paragraph below.  

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

 
The prompt for Thursday 
21 October is... FUZZY 
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Numeracy 
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Art ... Día de los Muertos - Calavera 

Translation: Day of the Dead - Skulls 

Day of the Dead is the English name for the Mexican festival Dia de los 

Muertos celebrated in Central and South America. It is a celebration during 

which the dead are honoured. It is not a sad time but a time of rejoicing 

and celebration.  

Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) VERSUS Halloween 

            Day of the Dead               Versus                 Halloween 

 
 

Country of 
Origin 

Mexico Ireland 

Date October 31 to 2 
November 

31 October 

Purpose Remember and celebrate 
friends and family who 
have died 

An appreciation of the afterlife and the 
survival after death.  

Celebration Visit cemetery, leave food 
offerings shaped like 
skulls at the altar along 
with candles, incense and 
a picture of the person 
who has died, parades 

Carve Jack o’ Lanterns out of 
pumpkins, decorate the house with a 
ghoulish theme, trick or treating, 
wearing costumes 

Symbols Skulls and skeletons Pumpkins, ghosts 
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To learn more about Dia de los Muertos check out this 

clip: 

https://video.link/w/vbXDc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://video.link/w/vbXDc
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Skulls are decorated for loved ones and then used as 

offerings that are placed on gravestones or altars to 

celebrate the Day of the Dead. Skulls are decorated with 

floral designs and are very whimsical and colourful. They 

were intended to encourage and guide deceased 

relatives back to earth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dia de los Muertos has nothing to do with Halloween so there are NO spiders, ghosts, witches 

and ghoulish things. Instead, the colours are BRIGHT and CHEERFUL since it is a celebration of 

life. You will notice their designs are symmetrical and they use flowers and soft curly lines 

 

Symmetrical balance 

is achieved by 

arranging elements 

on either side of the 

centre of a 

composition in an 

equally weighted 

manner. Symmetrical 

balance is like a 

mirror image with 

everything the same 

on each side. Skulls 
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almost always employ symmetry in their design.   
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Thursday Answers 
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Friday 22/10/21 
Reminder!! 

Answer the check-in question on your Google Classroom.  
This is so we can check attendance for the day.  

Literacy 
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Novel Study: Choose 1 of the tasks below to visually represent the beginning of your novel. 

 

Science - Week 3 Friday  
Lesson 3: How do earthquakes change the Earth’s surface? 

Your research and writing of two paragraphs will be assessed. 

 
How are earthquakes measured? https://earthquakes.ga.gov.au/ 

 
Click on this link to see when and where recent earthquakes have occurred around the world. 
Each dot represents a recent earthquake - larger dots are stronger earthquakes and they are 
colour coded to show how recent they are. Click on the dots for details - take note of recent 

https://earthquakes.ga.gov.au/
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earthquakes in Australia. 

 
 

 
● Richter Scale examines the amount of energy released deep underground 
● Modified Mercalli Scale looks at actual effects on people and buildings 
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The Richter magnitude scale is a scale of numbers used to tell the size or magnitude of 

earthquakes, that is the amount of energy released during an earthquake. The Richter scale 

does not measure earthquake damage. 

The scale is logarithmic, with a base of 10. The amplitude of an earthquake that scores 3.0 is 

about 10 times the amplitude of one that scores 2.0. 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Earthquake
https://kids.kiddle.co/Logarithm
https://kids.kiddle.co/Amplitude
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The Mercalli intensity scale (or more precisely the Modified Mercalli intensity scale) is a scale to 
measure the intensity of earthquakes.  
 
Unlike with the Richter scale, the Mercalli scale does not take into account the energy of an 
earthquake directly. Rather, they classify earthquakes by the effects they have (and the 
destruction they cause). When there is little damage, the scale describes how people felt the 
earthquake, or how many people felt it. 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Earthquake
https://kids.kiddle.co/Richter_scale
https://kids.kiddle.co/Energy
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The prompt for Friday 
22 October is... OPEN 
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Numeracy 
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Answers 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


